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From the editor    

It is with great pleasure that the committee have 

decided, on your behalf, to award Pete McAree 

Honorary Life Membership of the SMC.  

Pete has done so much for the Club over the years 

right back to the days of gaining lottery funding for 

the hut (1999) and pushing forward improvements 

such as double glazing and floor tiles.  

He spent 11 years as secretary and a further few 

years as Chairman. The Award was announced to a 

crowd of us on the Grasmere meet at which Pete 

was present and again at the AGM. We hope to see 

Pete on many more meets in the future.  

This issue will cover: 

3 Clwt-y-Bel Maintenance Weekend  

3 About the Club Hut 

4 SMC's 60th Anniversary 2019 

5 Photo competition results 2017 

6 Snowdon, Trinity face  

7 Lake District, Grasmere 

9 Jan’s travels in Chile (part II) 

11 Upcoming Meets 

12 Tuesday walks & Thursday climbs 

Enclosed with this issue: 

 AGM 2018 notes (attached separately) 

Deadline for the next newsletter 

edition is 6th May 2018. Any photographs 

should be separate JPEG with a caption 

and your short and sweet summaries 

should be sent to Vilma.  

Contact details:   

Front cover: 

Photo taken by Chris Wood during the meet in Grasmere. 
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Yes, Pete is wearing a onesie :-)  

Cheryl Foster stepped on to the Committee earlier this year. For 

those who don’t know Cheryl she has been a member of the club 

for a number of years and is in charge of the club hut bookings.  

We are sending her a very warm welcome!!! 
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IMPORTANT 

6th-8th April, Clwt-y-Bel Maintenance Weekend 
Yes, it’s that time of year again when we are asking for willing helpers to assist with 

maintenance at the cottage. The jobs I have in mind are: 

 Stone laying on the drive; 

 Water filter maintenance; 

 Digging a shallow trench about 10 metres long to accommodate a water drain off 
pipe; 

 Re jig car cark light and fit timer; 

 Stain porch; 

 Internal decoration; 

 General Spring cleaning. 

The company who supplies the stone for the drive does not work at weekends so I am 

hoping to arrange the first of two deliveries of stone on Friday: one at midday and second 

one at 3.00 pm. It’s going to need at least 6 people to help spreading the stone and I need 

to be sure that there are enough committed volunteers before I go ahead and make the 

arrangements. Please let Roger know if you can help on: 

Alternatively, email Judy Preece:  

By Roger Edenborough  

About the Club Hut 
We have a fantastic club facility up in Snowdonia and over the past few years there have 

been many improvements thanks to the maintenance and supply teams, electricians and 

all who have been on a work weekend. Bookings during the last 2 years have brought in 

record amounts which are being ploughed back into the hut. Other clubs and groups 

have been enjoying our hut and it would be lovely to see more of our own members 

doing the same! So, just to clarify for newer members and those who haven't been up 

there for some time: 

 As members, both you and your partner plus any children under 18 can use the hut 

for free! 

 Any other adult guests of yours are charged a mere £8 per night. 

 If you want to hire the whole hut for exclusive use with a party of family/friends, 

you can do that for the heavily discounted price of £160 per weekend.... Don't forget 

the hut sleeps up to 18. Bargain!  

A few rules of booking for members: 

 If you want to book the whole hut exclusively, you can choose any available 
weekend on the website calendar; 
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 Otherwise, you can book for just yourself with/out friends/family at the normal free 

£8 p/n rate but only up to 2 weeks in advance. (Keep an eye on the website calendar 

and the weather forecast!) This is not exclusive use as other club members may wish 

to use the cottage at the same time too. 

If the weekend you want to go up is seemingly booked on the website and you don't 

mind sharing with another group, please contact Cheryl to check if they have exclusive 

use or not. If not, then we have the 4 bed members room with a lock on it for that 

purpose. 

*Don't forget, the club has already booked some 'member weekends' which coincide with 

weekend or day meets in Snowdonia. The meet leader will usually say in the walk email 

that the hut is available for that weekend for those who want to stay over and make the 

most or it. Guest rates of £8 p/n apply for friends who aren't members.  

If you have any questions about booking the hut, please just give Cheryl Foster a call  on  

         . You can check availability at http://shrewsburymc.com/check-availability-

reserve/ and, if you book via the website for exclusive use, please put that you're a club 

member in the comments. Just one last request from Judy: if anyone can take up any 

supplies with them when they go, please get in touch with: . 

Happy hutting!                                                                                                        By Cheryl Foster 
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SMC's 2019 

There was a general agreement at the Annual General Meeting in January 2018, that we 

should consider a celebration of this Anniversary of the Club’s Foundation. In the recent 

past we have had: 

1. SMC’s 40th Anniversary Dinner in Scotland (Braemar) (as part of a one week away 

meet); 

2. SMC’s 50th Anniversary Dinner at “home” in Shrewsbury; 

3. Also, SMC produced special club’s T-shirts and celebrated with an away meet in the 

Alps. 

Several suggestions were currently made: 

1. Celebration Dinner 

2. Challenges with the theme “60”, which are intended for fun!!!!! 

E.g. 60 miles, 60 walks, 60 bike rides, 60 rock climbs, 60 members, 60 Munros, 60 

Shropshire hills, 60 pubs, over 60’s, etc. Anything you choose. These challenges can be 

individual or group challenges and achieved over a particular time period such as a 

week, month or whatever period chosen (60 days?)  during 2019. 

 

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/FSBQzUN2uXU/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fshrewsburymc.com%2Fcheck-availability-reserve%2F
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/FSBQzUN2uXU/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fshrewsburymc.com%2Fcheck-availability-reserve%2F
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3. Celebratory “away” meet in the Alps or Dolomites in the last week of August or first 

week of September to enable families to come. 

Please let us have your own ideas and if we should do any. 

Would you be prepared to help coordinate anything like one of these? 

Contact any of the Committee Members with your suggestions, please. 

By Roger Edenborough  

 

Photo Competition Results 2017 

12 people submitted 69 photographs (43 for 

Landscape category and 26 for Mountaineer-

ing) this year, which is a welcome increase 

from previous years. Our professional judge, 

Steve Hughes, had great difficulty short-

listing the 6 for each category as the quality 

was so good. The short-listed finalists were 

voted on at the AGM and the results are be-

low: 

Landscape category – the winner was Chris 

Wood with his photo of Machapucchare, An-

napurna Area, Nepal . 

Runner up was Martin Coward with his photo 

of Blencathra. 

Mountaineering category – the winner was 

Andy Tetsill with his photo of Adrian climb-

ing the East Arête on Glyder Fawr (below 

right). 

Runner up was Cheryl Foster with her 

silhouette of people on the Long Mynd 

on a Tuesday night. 

Winners each received exclusive £25 

High Sports vouchers. 

Thank you to all who took part. Remem-

ber, you can send me your entries for the 

2018 competition at any time; no need to 

wait until I send out reminders before 

Christmas. Categories remain the same.  

Chris Wood with his photo of Machapucchare,  
Annapurna Area,Nepal 
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Up to 6 entries per person per category. 

Finally, further nude entries will be accepted but I will be checking for evidence of 

Photoshop tampering.  

By Gareth  Egarr 

 

7th January 

Snowdon - Clogwyn y Garnedd, Trinity face 
There is a saying among fliers – 

there are old pilots and there are 

bold pilots but there are no (or 

very few) old & bold pilots. 

Why?  Because the former use 

their superior judgement to 

avoid situations requiring the 

use of their superior skill – and 

survive! Perhaps the same 

applies to mountaineers.  

Thus it was that 4 older (excepting Scott P but not excepting Tony, Phil H & me) SMC 

members stood by the Miners Track, looking across at Snowdon’s Trinity face. It was a 

beautiful, blue, freezing Sunday morning, just the sort of day of which you dream but so 

seldom encounter in N Wales. Snowdon was flattering to deceive with a thin covering of 

fresh snow. Tony’s “cunning plan” (sorry Tony – no resemblance to Baldrick being 

intended) was to creep up on either Central or Left Hand Trinity Gully (Grade I/II) and 

surprise it while it wasn’t looking. 

But it was looking – and it was 

looking “thin”! Did we really want 

to spend several hours toiling up a 

mixture of slush, frozen turf & 

thinly iced rock? Scott and I said 

nothing -- we left it to Tony and Phil 

who had a short discussion. The 

answer was “no” and, judgement 

having been duly exercised, valour/

skill was packed away in our sacs 

for the day.  

With some relief, we skipped down 

the hillside to the PYG track, crossed the Llyn Llydaw outflow and enjoyed an hours 

Grade1/2 scrambling up the Y Gribin ridge, our Plan B. None of us had done it before, 
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the rock was dry and we avoided the slithering trainer-clad hoards encountered earlier – 

delightful! Joining the Lliwedd – Snowdon ridge, we turned right and, ice axes out by 

now, zig-zagged up the blunt arête to the left of the Trinity Face. We popped out just 

below the summit to rejoin aforesaid hoards.  

Jan C and team were there as well (not 

a “hoard” of course), including Jean (+ 

new collie), Roz, Tina and Helen. We 

joined them for a brief lunch by the 

café wall (very brief -- it was –13 

degrees with the wind chill!), Phil 

showing off his new chunky Thermos, 

suitable for hot soup but not suitable 

for hammering into a crack as an 

emergency belay, unlike my almost 

frozen Pork Pie! After toasting the 

New Year with sloe gin, we donned 

crampons with rapidly freezing fingers and set off down the PYG track, stopping only for 

some banter with Phil L, Kevin and Justin by the 3 metre stone. They had come up Crib 

Goch – a good effort, considering the icy conditions. 

The descent was fairly uneventful, except for a slip or two on the icy steps of the lower 

path – Tony onto his bum (not too painful apparently), yours truly onto his right side 

(quite painful). The sensible early risers collected their cars, while the late arrivals had the 

trog down the road to the Pen Y Gwyrd parking places. At least I had the pleasure of 

meeting the other lawyer in SMC, Justin – writs are already being prepared. All members 

then gathered at The Royal Oak in Betws yCoed for beer, tea & medals all round. All in 

all, a splendid day out -- Trinity can always wait for another winter day.  

By Tom Cave 

 19-20th January 

Traditional SMC January Lakes Meet - Grasmere 
For 2018 we found ourselves in the lap of luxury just North of Grasmere in something 

approaching a 7 star bunk house booked exclusively for SMC, and for good measure it 

was within wobbling distance of a pub. Thanks for finding it Brenda, obviously a good 

choice as it was a sell-out. Twenty-four of us, plus Tom and Barbara staying elsewhere, 

and of course our Lakes resident members Annie and Alex. Whilst I’m in the Thanks 

Dept., thank you Brenda and all the Chefs for the Burns Supper and Phil for Sgian-

dubhing the wee beast after formally addressing it, a great night. Another highlight was 

the presentation to Pete McAree of his honorary membership, well deserved after all he 

did for the Club over many years. It was also just nice to see him again. 
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The journey up on the Friday night involved a bit of an adventure for some, enough to 

say that as Larry and myself haven’t had the fine come through the post yet, so we think 

we got away with it! The journey back was a dream. 

It was weekend of two halves Gary! 

Saturday was glorious, sun, snow, 

amazingly dry and a little bit of ice, just 

enough to provide the opportunity to play 

with crampons - Sunday being cloudy, 

moist and miserable.  

Saturday saw a mass meeting on the 

summit of Fairfield. Nine of us: Brenda, 

Grahame J, Dave, Andy, Chris, Larry, 

Tom, Barbara and I did the anticlockwise 

round, more of an oval really, going up 

onto Fairfield via Stone Arthur and Great Rigg Man. At the summit we met up with Tony 

and Gerald and ski shod Phil and Alex 

who were doing the route in reverse. 

Richard was on the hills having fun 

sussing out routes on his new e-bike. 

It’s the future, one day we will all have 

one. 

The beauty of the hostel location was 

the range of options close by, so 

everyone found something to suit their 

needs, from Val’s run in the snow to 

Jane  a nd Pe te ’ s  pho to gra phy 

expedition. Sunday saw some retreating South quite early in the day whilst others did  
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brave the weather and head up to Easedale Tarn. Phil was braver still with his dip in the 

tarn, though he did keep his hat on! 

An early heads up for 2019, Brenda is going to book the same accommodation for the 

January Lakes Meet, count me in please. 

By Mike Blakemore  

Walking from the hostel bright and early, eight (Rachel, June, Jan, Eve, Grace, Larry and 

Anne) set out for Grasmere, taking care on the icy road. Upon reaching Grasmere, Grace 

found that her busy workload on nights catching up, so opted to chill out back at the 

hostel. The rest of us continued above the snow line via Huntingstile Crag on a low-level 

route to Elterwater and the warm and welcoming café there. Returning by a circular route 

using minor roads towards Loughrigg Tarn, we then pick up the footpath back down to 

Grasmere Lake and the village, 8 miles in total. The weather continued to improve during 

the day, from a dull, cloudy morning to a beautiful sunny afternoon. 

It’s still only 2.30ish by the time we return to Grasmere, so I manage to persuade Larry 

and Eve to make the most of the day and tackle Helm Crag! Little persuasion was 

needed!! We need to keep up a good pace, which does get more challenging as the snow 

gets deeper, but we were blessed with stunning views in glorious sunshine and we made 

it back just before dark. A great day out. 

By Anne Yeeles 

Jan’s holiday in Chile part 2, Easter Island (2017) 

After another boring visit to Santiago’s domestic 

air terminal we took off for a 5 hour flight to 

Easter Island. Disembarking from the Dreamliner 

on to the tarmac I must have been grinning like a 

Cheshire cat…absolutely the most excited I have 

been about any 

where in recent years, and the most remote 

inhabited place I have ever been. There is a 

mystique about Easter Island (Rapa Nui) ..who 

settled it first, where were they from, how did 

they find it, why did they carve statues (moai) , 

how did they move them and why did the 

population apparently experience a collapse?   

A distinct lack of hard evidence over the years 

has prompted much speculation and our local 

guide, Terangi,  relied heavily on the ‘oral 

tradition’.  

Guess WHO??? (A Moai, Easter Island 

in eastern Polynesia, photo taken by Jan 

Campbell) 
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Despite Thor Heyerdahl’s efforts to 

make links with S.America it is now 

fairly certain that the island was first 

settled by people coming eastwards 

from Polynesia. Another definite is the 

results of pollen analysis showing that 

the island was once forested. 

We had 8 nights there and thoroughly 

explored the whole island. It is 

triangular in shape, approx. 15x10x10 

miles and the island is only the top of a 

volcano and the sea around goes to 

2000m deep pretty quickly. The population is approx. 6,600 and nearly all living in the 

one town of Hanga Roa.  It is a UNESCO World heritage site and much of the island is a 

protected national park which in itself 

may seem like a good idea but has caused 

some conflict with some of the indigenous 

Rapa Nui some of whom would also like 

greater autonomy or even full 

independence from Chile.  

Easter Island was constantly making me 

draw comparisons not only with Scottish 

islands and the difficulties of isolation but 

also with the ancient cultures of our own 

that created Stonehenge/ Callanish and so 

on. Fascinating! 
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Crater at south end of Easter Island; photo taken by 

South end of Easter Island with a walk marked on; 
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Upcoming Meets / Events  

6th-7th April, Clwt-y-Bel 
maintenance 
The usual ‘spring clean’ with hut 

maintenance on the Saturday and a chance 

to be in the hills on Sunday. Let Roger 

Edenborough or Judy Preece know if you 

can help.  

Contact: Roger Edenborough  or Judy 

Preece  

 

 

 

 

21st April (Saturday meet), Snowdon 
Some members requested a Saturday meet 
for a change so here it is!  Snowdon ’a less 
known way’. Meet at Radbrook Co-op car 
park at 8.00 am for car sharing or car park 
alongside the A498 at Nant Gwynant, Grid 
ref. SH627506. Clwt y Bel is booked for us 
on Fri/Sat nights, if anyone wants to make 
a weekend of it. 
Contact coordinator Heather Smith: 
 
  

 

 

 

6th May, Elan Valley 
Contact coordinator James Blair: 
 
 
 
 
 

26th May – 2nd June, Ullapool, NW 
Scotland 
If you have not been as far North as 
Ullapool before, then this is your chance. 
Absolutely stunning scenery and 
mountains and often described as ‘another 
world’.  Loads of Munros including the 

famous An Teallach and access to the most 
wilderness-like part of the UK. Good 
biking and the campsite is next to the 
water for those who like to bring a canoe. 
Camping at Broomfield holiday park in 
Ullapool but there’s also a cottage booked 
in town which sleeps 7.  
Contact coordinator Jan Campbell: 
 

 

  

 

Looking ahead of 2018 
6th – 7th October 
The Long Mynd Hike  
At the Shrewsbury Mountaineering Club 
AGM on 23rd January 2018, I raised the 
question of fielding an SMC team for this 
year’s Long Mynd Hike. I was surprised at 
the level of support for the idea and it 
seems that we have several club members: 
Eve Over, Simon Shanklin, Cheryl Foster 
and myself, who are interested in walking 
the 50 miles. 
I just wondered, if anyone else might be 
interested in some practice sessions on a 
Tuesday night (or whenever convenient) 
as soon as the clocks go forward and we 
have more daylight?  
The hike is always in the first weekend of 
October – this year 6 and 7 October but 
you have to pre-book places - which can 
be tricky as they get booked up quickly in 
June each year. 
If you wish to join our practice group I will 
set up a contact list to keep everyone in the 
picture in relation to our training 
programme. Check the Long Mynd Hike 
website for further information:  
https://www.longmyndhike.org.uk  
Please let me know if you would like to 
join our practice group.  
Contact Grahame James: 
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by Jan Campbell 

https://www.longmyndhike.org.uk
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Thursday Evening Climbing Programme 

Meeting times to be confirmed by email or contact Scott Pardoe or Joe North on the day. 

There will usually be a group going from Radbrook at 18.00 to share lifts.  

Tuesday Evening Walking Programme 

Meet at 7.30pm or 9.00pm onwards at the pub or contact Gareth Egarr for further details 

on... 
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Date Meeting Place Grid Ref Pub afterwards 

03/04/18 The Stiperstones Inn 363004 The Stiperstones 

10/04/18 Plush Hill, Long Mynd 451963 The Horseshoes, Dorrington 

17/04/18 Bridges, Ratlinghope 394964 Bridges 

24/04/18 Snailbeach Village Hall 373022 The Horseshoes, Pontesbury 

01/05/18 Criggion Car Park 294149 The Admiral Rodney 

08/05/18 The Wharfage Car Park, Ironbridge 668036 Coalbrookdale inn 

15/05/18 Secret Hills Discovery Centre, Cra-
ven Arms 

435825 Stokesay Inn 

22/05/18 Ashes Hollow, Little Stretton 442919 Ragleth Inn 

29/05/18 Llanymynech Car Park 267209 The Dolphin 

Date Venue Location 

05/04/18 Climbing the Walls Shrewsbury 

12/04/18 Sundorne Sports Village Shrewsbury 

 *** IMPORTANT *** 

Please get in touch with Scott Pardoe or Joe North for the dates for the 
outdoor climbing 


