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From the editor 

The July issue was the last 

newsletter published by 

Grahame James and he has 

now passed this editorial 

role on to myself.  Thank 

you! 

I am Vilma Gulbinaite. I 

joined the club in the dark 

nights of October 2016 and 

I have had (and continue to 

have) a great time being 

part of this mountaineering 

club. 

You can contact me:  

 

My first rock climb!  Action on Pontesford Rocks, taken by Phil 
Latter.  
Phil, thank you for a great experience! 

This issue will cover: 

3 Moelwyns & Berwyn Horseshoe 

4-7 Clwt y Bel BBQ weekend 

7-9 Argentina by Graham  

10 Upcoming meets/events 

11 Tuesday walks & Thursday climbs 

12 Challenge walks in Shropshire 

13 Winter lectures 

Deadline for the next newsletter 

edition is 13th November. Any 

photographs should be separate JPEG 

with a caption and your short and sweet 

summaries should be sent to Vilma 

(contact details above). 

Front cover: 

Photograph taken by Cheryl Foster on one of the Tuesday evening walks—sunset from 

Minton. 
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Good luck to Grace Culatto who has moved to Stoke-on-Trent to pursue her career as 

a doctor. We are wishing her all the best and we hope to see her on some future meets. 
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Moelwyns, 16th July, by Jan Campbell 

The forecast was for clear and sunny, but not until lunchtime so after a second breakfast 

at the café in Tanygrisiau the group of 10 divided into walkers (Kevin, Alenka and Luke, 

Chris W and Justin) and climbers (Phil L, Jan, Mark, Tony, Sunil) with the climbers going 

for a shortish circular walk around the slate quarries whilst waiting for the rock to dry 

out. Unfortunately, there had been so much rain the previous night that there really was 

too much seepage in between the dry bits. Additionally we had a novice, Sunil, who was 

keen to try real rock but it wasn’t to be. Instead we just showed him how the gear 

worked. The walkers went up Moelwyn Mawr but took a minor and unintended detour 

on their descent back to the café… something to do with a railway line I believe! 

As ever, regardless of the conditions or the number of people who turn up, everyone had 

a good day out and next year we’ll put a Moelwyns meet on a Saturday, so that climbers 

can climb late into the day if the weather is OK without having to fret about getting up to 

go to work in the morning.  

 

Berwyn Horseshoe, 13 August, by Geoff Reed 

Four keen walkers turned 

out for a summer’s day 

walk. They met at 

Llanarmon DC to do 

battle with Cadair 

Berwyn's Eastern ridge. 

At first all went well, 

lovely grass for walking 

until Mynd Mynydd 

Tarw from where there 

was no path and the 

terrain was very heavy 

going, a mixture of 

thickets of rough grass 

which sometimes took 

your weight and often did 

not and sections of bog, which often needed large detours. Many hours later we finally 

reached the summit and were rewarded with excellent views, particularly of Snowdon. 

After a convenient ramp down from the summit we thought we were facing another 

fitness test on the SE ridge but we happily picked up a path of sorts and made it down to 

Afon Lwrch and finally the cars. 

All agreed it was a very hard day and that an ascent from the road pass above Llangynog 

was preferable next time. 

On the summit: Katherine Cryer, Graham and David Baldock, picture 
taken by Geoff Reed. 
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Clwt y Bel BBQ weekend, 25-27 August 

Idwal Staircase by Phil Latter 

One of my favourite things is to combine several scrambles and rock routes to give an 

exciting day. I made it to Idwal Slabs area. My route "Idwal Staircase " is to the right and 

takes the line up the black damp ramp. Soon after starting I traversed the waterfall 

without getting too wet and made a few delicate moves to gain dryer ground. After this 

the route develops into a wonderful sequence of easy steps and delicate rock moves until 

it reaches the Nameless Cwm. 

Across the Cwm is the 

Cneifion Arête (500 ft 

Mod). This is a vertical 

spine of rock with 

stunning positions. The 

first pitch is probably Diff 

but after that, the 

variation of holds and 

positions keep one’s 

interest as it gives a strong 

Alpine feel. From here I 

dropped into "Cwm 

Bochlwyd" and turned 

right to where there is a 

lovely pool which gives 

great photos of Tryfan. I 

moved off towards Glyder 

Fach Main Cliff to climb the "Dolmen Buttress". This has a sneaky start moving through a 

variety of lovely moves. Gaining height, I moved leftwards to cross the large gully then a 

step left leads to a vertical 30 ft corner which goes at about Diff. After this, the route is 

pure scrambling delight with delicate moves combined with easy boulder hopping until 

one reaches the Cantilever on the summit of Glyder Fach. From here, it's down the awful 

scree track to "Bwlch Tryfan" and across via a devious track to "Heather Terrace". Moving 

along I arrive at the start of "First Pinnacle Rib". This is a fabulous rock route of 550 ft at 

Diff. At two thirds height, there is the "Yellow Slab" at V Diff but, as I'm on my own, I 

sneak around to the right to bypass the slab, but for my money this variation is much 

better than the slab itself. 

Finally, the best pitch of the day directly above the "Yellow Slab". Slowly, slowly I make it 

to the top. From here it's an easy walk off to the top of Tryfan. After a few minutes to take 

in the views, I start down the west side to arrive back at my car where I can change and 

have a light snack. Having had a great day out and feeling a bit stiff in the legs, it's back 

to the cottage for a hot shower and to join the others for the BBQ. 

Tryfan reflection in the pool, picture taken by Phil Latter 
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Shrewsbury Mountaineering Club  Friends in High Places 

www.shrewsburymc.com   mail@shrewsburymc.com  

Needle’s Eye Arete, Foel Goch by Phil Holden & Brenda Duffy 

After a slow start and journey, 

we finally get walking along 

the road and it feels like hard 

work.  Up the steep grass and 

scree it really is hard 

work.  After the first pitch of 

heather we find some rock, but 

it quickly gets unfriendly and 

steep so we detour into the 

gully on the left.  The Needle’s 

Eye looks great on the arete 

above but we’ve missed 

it.  Breaking out of the gully we rejoin the ridge for the nice easier upper section.  Might 

have to go back and do it properly… 

 

East Gully Arete by Adrian Wilcock 

This route is one that none of us had done 

before but had certainly been on my radar 

for a while. We had a good forecast for the 

day and parked up at Ogwen Cottage. 

Made our way up on the path to Llyn 

Bochlwyd and skirted it on the left side 

and peeled off the path at about the 

midway point past the lake and made our 

way across to the base of the climb, which 

is just to the right hand side of Alphabet 

Slab and just to the left of East Gully.  

The climb is graded at Diff/VDiff or 

Scramble Grade 3+ depending on what 

guide you refer to. They all, basically, 

follow the same line which is a fantastic 

rib of quality rock that just stays left of the 

gully. We climbed in a 3 - myself and Phil 

Holden taking swing leads with Brenda 

Duffy in the middle and when possible 

over some of the easier ground, moved 

together Alpine style. The 1st few sections 

were quite steep but the whole route is 

one of great quality and is very sustained, really enjoyable and one I would highly 

recommend. 
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Phil Holden in action, photo taken by Adrian Wilcock 

Brenda Duffy in action, photo taken by Phil Holden 
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After topping out on Glyder 

Fach we made our way 

eastwards towards Glyder 

Fawr. Phil and Brenda 

returned to their car via the Y 

Gribin ridge and I continued 

on over Y Garn and Carnedd y 

Filiast back to the cottage and 

a lovely pint of ale. 

 

 

 

Moel Siabod by Heather Smith 

Due to my knee injury myself and Mark Bayliss did a walk up Moel Siabod on Saturday. I 

thought that there was nothing much to make a story out of, just that I shouldn’t have 

done it because it made my knee swell for several days! At least the good thing was that it 

didn’t rain and we got some good views. 

I enjoyed the BBQ and stayed up till 2 am along with Adrian and Alec, huddled round 

the fire enjoying the music and lovely clear view of the sky for stargazing. 

 

Moel Tryfan & Myndd Mawr by Kevin Draper 

The route recommended by 

Jan Campbell turned out to 

be a real gem providing 

great views and solitude on 

a bank holiday Saturday. 

Jan, Chris Wood,  Dave 

Stanley and myself set off 

from the start/finish point 

of Parc Dudley nature 

reserve (GR 527585). The 

first stage was a steep 

ascent through deciduous 

forest eventually emerging 

onto open moorland that 

was carpeted in deep 

purple heather at its 

absolute best. The sky 

progressively cleared as we ascended to the top of Moel Tryfan, a unique rocky outcrop  

Photo: a view towards Y Gran;  all the way down to the hut; 
picture taken by Adrian Wilcock 

Photo of Jan Campbell, Kevin Draper & Dave Stanley 
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of special scientific interest for Geologists, and visited by Charles Darwin in the 1840’s. 

Great views here of the Menai Strait, Caernarfon Castle and Anglesey over to Holyhead. 

We then navigated past old quarry works and pretty much had the hillside to ourselves, 

as we walked up to the summit of Mynydd Mawr with clear views of the Llyn Peninsular 

to the West and Nantlle Ridge to the South with the summit of Snowdon still shrouded in 

cloud. Lunch was had on the top with around 10 others that had climbed from Rhyd-

Ddu, hardly a bank holiday crowd. The descent was in a northerly direction, following a 

brook off the moor and through pine forest before crossing the A4085 at the Bryn Gloch 

Farm camp site having purchased the last 4 Magnum ice creams from the site shop. With 

strong sunshine on our backs, the last leg of the walk ran through lush grass meadows 

along the valley bottom and was finished with a fine pint of beer brewed on the premises 

at the Waunfawr Station Pub.  

 

Moel Eilio by Adrian Wilcock 

On Monday, after all the part-timers and fair-weather brigadiers had gone home, only 

myself and Jan were left at the cottage. So after a mammoth hut clean-up session we got 

on our way for our walk over Moel Elio. I had not been on this mountain before but it is 

one that dominates the skyline over Llanberris and can be seen from the hut also. As Jan 

rightly pointed out the real key to this walk was locating the parking place. It’s neatly 

tucked away at the footlhills of the Moel Elio south west of Llanberris. This particular 

route is just over 10km long. We did this in an anti-clockwise direction – so from the 

parking we moved north westerly eventually gaining the northern spur of Moel Elio and 

continuing up to the summit where we had great views over Anglesey and Clwt y Bel – 

aided by Jan’s top-notch binos! Then we continued over Foel Gron and Foel Goch to 

finally join the main path back towards Llanberris and the secret parking spot!  

 

 

ARGENTINA 

June-July, by Graham Daly 

Earlier this year (late June/July) I was fortunate enough to go on a trip to Argentina with 

a small group of friends from Shrewsbury. Whilst it wasn't a mountaineering trip I did 

visit some of the country's alpine areas. Although I only experienced these as a standard 

tourist shod in my trainers there were plenty of snow capped peaks on view (our long 

distance flying transporting us from an English summer to a South American winter). 

Some of the SMC readership may be interested in what can be seen in corners of a 

country more associated in the popular imagination with pampas grassland and grazing 

cattle.  
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Highlights 

Ushuaia 

Sometimes known as “the world's southernmost city” Ushuaia's setting doesn't 

disappoint.  

Located where the Andes meet the Southern Ocean this “end of the world” settlement has 

a spectacular mountain backdrop, the snow-capped Martial Range. Situated near the end 

of the continent in the South American territory known as Tierra del Fuego (shared with 

Chile) this Argentine city developed as a port but is now also becoming a bit of an 

outdoor centre for sailing, skiing, kayaking and hiking. Many vessels heading for 

Antarctic waters call in here, including a growing number of cruise liners in the summer. 

If you want to go when the city centre shops and restaurants are quieter then go in 

winter.  

As an aside Shrewsbury's most famous son Charles Darwin passed this way on the HMS 

Beagle in the 1830's. One of the principal straits in Tierra del Fuego is still known as the 

Beagle Channel. However, a vessel sporting the prefix 'HMS' would be less welcome 

today: Ushuaia is also the location of an Argentine naval base. The warship “General 

Belgrano” sailed from here prior to its ill-fated encounter with the British submarine HMS 

Conqueror in the Falklands war of 1982. 

 

Glacier Perito 

Merino 

Argentina has glaciers 

and this one is 

definitely on the South 

American, if not the 

world “A-list”. It is 

located in the south-

w e s t  c o r n e r  o f 

Argentina, in Patagonia, 

and close to the border 

with Chile. It has 

formed where a low gap 

in the Andes allows moist Pacific air to travel further inland than usual. The resultant 

snowfall over the centuries has created a glacier 30km long and up to 5km wide.  It is 

unusual amongst world glaciers in that it is not retreating. 

At it's toe it doesn't peter out but terminates abruptly in a lake. This is what creates the 

tourist spectacle. Other glaciers finish messily as the ice gradually decays and increasing 

piles of moraine begin to dominate, the prevailing white fading into grey and black. Not 

so Perito Merino: its toe forms a sheer pristine white face approximately 70 metres high  
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Photo of glacier Perito Merino by Graham Daly 
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not dissimilar to the 'White Cliffs of Dover'. Periodically there is a loud crack or boom and 

a chunk of ice, the height of a block of flats, will fall off the end into the lake. A series of 

steel walkways have been laid out to take people to reasonable vantage points close to but 

not too close to the collapsing ice. A notice informs that 32 persons were killed by falling 

ice in the twenty years 1968-88 (presumably when tourist movement was less controlled).  

Argentine Lake District 

Like England Argentina has a 

Lake District, also with 

mountains.  It is about half 

way down the country on the 

west side close to Chile.   

From Bariloche, the main 

centre for the area, we went 

on a mini-bus tour to the 

nearby Nahuel Huapi 

national park, one of 

Argentina's most visited.  

High up one of the principal 

valleys the impressive snow-

capped Andean peak of 

Mount Tronador came into 

view. An extinct volcano, it's summit is 3554m above sea level. 

Argentina is still an unknown land to most Europeans, but I feel sure that it will be an 

increasingly visited tourist destination in the future, not least for its mountain areas.  
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Photo taken in the Nahuel Huapi National Park near Bariloche in 
the Argentine Lake District by Graham Daly 
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Upcoming Meets / Events by Jan Campbell 

24th September, Moel 
Ysgyfarnogod 

An interesting route on the Rhinogs which 
has been lifted from Trail magazine; 
10.8kms and 610m of ascent but with the 
rough heather and rocky terrain typical of 
the Rhinogs. Meet at Radbrook Co-op car 
park Bank Farm Rd at 8.00a.m. for car 
sharing or at SH688336 just southwest of 
Trawsfynydd at 9.45 a.m.  

Contact Andy Bentley:  

 

 

 

13-15th October, Hut Maintenance 
Weekend 

Hut maintenance on Saturday 14th. Let Jan 
or Eders know if you are coming to help. 
Sentries Ridge (scramble grade 2+,  helmet 
and harness needed) on  Myndd Mawr on 
Sunday coordinated by Scott Pardoe. If 
you are just coming for the Sunday then 
meet at Radbrook Co-op car park, Bank 
Farm Rd at 8.00 a.m. or Rhyd Ddu car 
park, OS grid ref  SH 572526, at 10.30 a.m. 
There will also be a walking route for non 
scramblers. 

Contact Scott Pardoe:  

 

 

29th October, Moel Siabod 

Meet at Radbrook Co-op car park at 8.00 
a.m. for car sharing or the car park on the 
A5 by the Bryn Glo café at 10.00 a.m.   

Contact Larry King:  

 

 

11th November, Annual Pub 
Crawl 

This pub crawl doesn’t always go very far. 
It starts at the Three Fishes at 8.00 p.m. in 
memory of Roy Farmer who frequented 
this pub.    

 

 

 

 

19th November, Creigiau Gleision 

Here’s another hill you may not have done 
before. 

Contact Gareth Egarr:  

 

 

 

 

 

1st-3rd December, Pre-Christmas 

First weekend in December means it is the 
hut pre Xmas do. Have a day out on the 
hills on Saturday and be at the hut in time 
for mulled wine at 5.00 p.m. Last year 12 
people enjoyed a huge communal Xmas 
dinner in the common room and it would 
be good to see even more people this year.  

Contact Jan Campbell as knowing 
numbers is necessary for catering:  
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Thursday Evening Climbing Programme 

Meeting times to be confirmed by email or contact Scott Pardoe or Joe North on the day. 

There will usually be a group going from Radbrook at 18.00 to share lifts.  

Tuesday Evening Walking Programme 

Meet at 7.30pm or 9.00pm onwards at the pub or contact Rick Robson for further details. 
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Date Meeting Place Grid Ref Pub afterwards 

03/10/17 Plush Hill, All Stretton 451963 Bottle & Glass, Picklescott 

10/10/17 Cranberry Rocks carpark, 
Stiperstones 

369976 Stiperstones Inn 

17/10/17 Carding Mill Valley, Middle 
carpark 

446943 King's Arms, Church Stretton 

24/10/17 The Royal Oak, Cardington 507953 The Royal Oak, Cardington 

31/10/17 Motte & Bailey, Pulverbatch 422022 The White Horse 

07/11/17 Gateway lecture: 
Ian Evans 

  Gateway Centre, Shrewsbury (more on 

page 13) 

14/11/17 Eastridge Woods carpark 392027 Mytton Arms, Habberley 

21/11/17 Mitchells Fold, Shelve. 302977 The Miner’s Arms, Priestweston 

28/11/17 Hope Bowdler Lay by Church 
Stretton 

468932 
  

Housemans Bar. Church Stretton. 

Date Venue Location 

05/10/17 Wolf Mountain Wolverhampton 

12/10/17 Climbing the Walls Shrewsbury 

19/10/17 Sundorne Sports Village Shrewsbury 

26/10/17 Climbing the Walls Shrewsbury 

02/11/17 Newport bouldering Newport 

09/11/17 Climbing the Walls Shrewsbury 

16/11/17 Sundorne Sports Village Shrewsbury 

23/11/17 Brymbo May be sold by then 

30/11/17 Climbing the Walls Shrewsbury 
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Challenge walks in Shropshire  
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DATE NAME LOCATION LENGTH DETAILS 

24th 

Feb18 

South 

Shropshire 

Circular 

South 

Shropshire 

25 miles www.ldwa.org.uk 

Mar Pontesbury 

Potter 

Pontesbury 13 miles www.severnhospice.org.uk 

  

May Clun valley 

Challenge 

walk 

Clun   http://clunvalleychallenge.com/ 

Jun Shropshire 6 

Summits walk 

Shropshire 36 miles www.shropshire6summits.org 

Sep Wellington 

walking 

Festival 

Wellington   http://

www.wellingtonwalkersarewelcome.org.uk/

Festival.html 

Sep Tour of the 

Marches 

Wistanstow 12/18/26 

miles 

www.ldwa.org.uk 

Oct Long Mynd 

Hike 

Church 

Stretton 

50 miles www.longmyndhike.org.uk 

Oct Montgomery 

Walking 

Festival 

Montgomery   www.MontgomeryWalkingFestival.co.uk 

Dec Tinsel Trail Telford 20 miles www.ldwa.org.uk 

  The 

Shropshire 

Way 

    http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/

walking/the-shropshire-way/ 

  Chris Badley 

Walk 

  10 miles http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/

route/pontesbury-walks-chris-bagley-walk/ 

  Gill Harris 

Round 

Church 

Stretton 

20 miles www.merciafellrunners.org.uk 

  Jack Mytton 

Way 

Bridgnorth 70 miles http://www.gps-routes.co.uk/routes/home.nsf/

routeslinkscycle/jack-mytton-way-walking-and-

cycle-route 

  Kynaston's 

way 

Shrewsbury 45 miles https://www.walkingenglishman.com/ldp/

humphreykynastonway.html 

Calendar 
of 
various 
events 

  Shropshire   http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/

events/list/?

tribe_event_display=list&tribe_paged=4#top 
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