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The deadline for the next edition of your 

newsletter is 11 September. Word docu-

ments in Arial 12 (14 for the titles) and no 

underlining.  Any photographs should be 

separate JPEG with a caption please. 

Contributions should be sent to Vilma at 

vilma.g@gmail.com  

¡Adios! 

 

 

 

This Issue: 

3. Cadair Idris Meet. 

4. Glencoe Meet. 

5. Cnicht Meet. 

6. The Stair Meet. 

7. Upcoming Meets / Events. 

8. Thursday Evening Climbing Meets. 

9. Tuesday Evening Walking Meets.  

 

 

. 

 

 Front Cover: 

Bryan and Clive on Buchaille Etive, the 

Glencoe Meet (see page 4). Photograph 

courtesy of Jan Campbell. 

From the Editor 

This is my final newsletter after three 

years in the editorial role and I am now 

handing over to Vilma Gulbinaite. In case 

you have not met Vilma, I am posting a 

copy of a picture of her on Bristly Ridge 

in North Wales (courtesy of Jan Camp-

bell). I will still be very much at large in 

the Shrewsbury Mountaineering Club 

and, of course, offering any assistance to 

Vilma if needed. 

I am sad to hear the news that Arthur 

Osborne has died following a long ill-

ness. Arthur had been a member of the 

club since the 1970’s and for many years 

was a hut trustee. Our sincerest condo-

lences to his family.   

Also, congratulations to Roz Chatham 

who is now Mrs Cox (See picture of Sam 

and Roz below). From all accounts, it 

was an eventful wedding with the bride 

finishing up in hospital after breaking her 

foot whilst dancing at the reception!    
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Cadair Idris, 21 May 2017, by Andy Bentley. 

 

A small party of five, being Kevin Draper, Justine Byrne, Jess Corner and newish mem-

ber Jems Fitzsimmons plus myself headed up Cadair , or  Cader, if you prefer-Idris, 

starting from the Minfordd Car Park, which is the south side. An alternative route had 

been promised in the meet reminder but, as the group was unfamiliar with the mountain, 

we decided to take the usual route up to the left of the tarn. The day started cool and 

claggy but soon cleared up giving fantastic views from the summit. The day became 

hotter and we walked down and welcome refreshments were taken at the café. 

Picture below:  action on the Cadair Idris meet, picture by Andy Bentley. 

  

Special Announcement 

 

Any old climbing ropes lurking in your shed or loft?  If they are of no use any 

longer, the Shropshire Wildlife Trust would welcome them c/o Hannah Farley. 

Apparently, the Trust can use them in “den building” with young people. 

So, check those sheds or loft spaces for old kit please! 

Thanks, 

Editor. 
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Glencoe, Scotland, 26 May – 3 June, by Jan Campbell.
  

 

This was one of those meets with a bit of ‘coming and going’ as Pete McAree 

joined us for 2 nights, Annie Pearce, Larry King and Jim Mitchell for part of the 

week and also Jean Heiron with her new dog, Ross, who stayed in a ‘hobbit 

house’ on the campsite.  Those of us who were there for a week included John 

and Jenny Howard, Jane Holmes, Gareth and Alenka in a lovely cottage in the vil-

lage of Glencoe which became a sort of ‘hub’. Nearby were Clive and Tina with 

their friend Alison in a luxury lodge opposite the Invercoe campsite. Being so near 

to Ballachulish  it was lovely to meet up with Bryan and Linda Johnson who were 

also able to join in as and when work permitted. 

Weather wise I have known far worse in Scotland and two days were particularly 

glorious. Wednesday was the highlight (see front cover) as most people went up 

Buchaille Etive Mor (Ross’s first Munro) whilst Jan cycled a section of the Sustrans 

route which in total runs from Ballachulish to Oban. Various Munros  were ascend-

ed as well as the Pap of Glencoe and on damper days lower level routes proved 

worthwhile including a delightful through route up Glen Duror and down Gleann an 

Fhiodh which goes ‘behind’ the Ballachulish horseshoe. This is where the ad-

vantage of a Club comes in with cars positioned at each end. 

Socially, it was an excellent meet as well with lots of visiting each other in our dif-

ferent types of accommodation. From a personal point of view this was brilliant too 

as I was camping and only cooked at the tent one night out of 7!!!  

After some discussion we decided that next year the Spring bank holiday trip will 

be Ullapool—so something to look forward to.  

Below Jean Heiron and her new dog, Ross, who completed a first Monro. Well done Ross 

and Jean. 
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Cnicht, our local Matterhorn, 11 June 2017, by Mike Blakemore 

 

Through the murk the magnificent Matterhorn mysteriously momentarily revealed it-

self through a twisting wormhole in the clouds just as we arrived at Croesor. This was 

enough to temp us to its summit in the swirling cloud, rain and 40mph wind. The 

aforementioned us: Jan, Vilma, Alenka, Louise, Mark, Justin, Chris (prospective 

member) and the vertical perpendicular pronoun. 

Following the broad southwest ridge towards the summit is straightforward in pretty 

well any conditions and progresses at a gentle comfortable rake. The summit is then 

gained by a short and pleasant scramble.  

We reached the top without catching another glimpse of it on the ascent and waited a 

while, steadying ourselves against the wind, looking northish in the vain hope of see-

ing Snowdon. In fact you couldn’t see your own hand behind your back. We decided 

to defer the gratification of eating until we secured some shelter in the ruins of the 

quarry buildings above Blaenau. With this is mind we had our overshoot point front of 

mind and continued in a north easterly direction finding the cairn to head southeast to 

the lunch location. The next bit required some creative route finding incorporating 

marsh marching and bog bouncing. We had sufficient of it to become quite proficient 

at it. We eventually descended below the clag and found ourselves coming down 

Cwm Croesor to Croesor Community Café and art installation which happenchance 

had a portal to our carpark.  

Picture below by Vilma Gulbinaite. 
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The Stair Meet, Lake District, 30 June 2017, by Tony Mills. 
 
 
Friday saw Scott and Tracy heading over to Whinlatter Trail Centre to do some mountain 
biking. North loop first, with its steep climbs and fast flowing descents, then the south loop, 
a bit more technical steeper climbs and faster descents. Tracy said, “Apart from Scott’s bro-
ken chain and the midges it’s the sweetest single track in the country!” 
 
At the hut in the evening , we celebrated Joe’s birthday, we ate his cake and then headed 
for the “Swinside” for a few beers. The weather on Saturday looked very good but with bad 
weather arriving late afternoon. The plan was that Dave Stanley would head around Der-
went Water and over High Spy and the rest, including two dogs, would scramble up Sour-
milk Gill and then look at climbing and scrambling on Grey Knotts. 
 
Gillercombe Buttress was very busy, so we did Grey Notts Face Route (a V. Diff) and, for 
the scramblers, North East  Buttress (a grade 2 scramble). The climbers would take longer 
so it was decided that we would meet back at the hut. Both routes were classics, which 
means wet and greasy in places, steep and lack of protection in places! As the forecast pre-
dicted, the weather changed: just as were finishing it started to rain and did not stop. We 
took a slight detour on the way back (which means we went the wrong way). Using a combi-
nation of map, phone and gps. watch we got back on the right path, but with a long walk 
out, we  got back to the car soaked through. 
 
Saturday evening we were booked into the Coledale Hotel at Braithwaite. It was very busy 
but worth waiting for. Whilst having our meal, Scott downloaded his heart rate profile from 
his watch and we were able to work out that when he was on the steep, wet and greasy 
chimney pitch it was almost off the scale!    
 
The Sunday was a shorter day, with everyone heading over to Maiden Moor, the start of 
which was a dubious scramble up heather to rock and grassy ledges, then over to Cat Bells 
and a walk round back to the hut. 
 
A good weekend was had by all, eleven of us in total. Thanks to Scott for organising. 
Photo below: Jan Campbell scrambling on the Stair Meet, by Andy Bentley. 
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Upcoming Meets / Events by Jan Campbell 

 

 

 

21-23 July.  The family meet this year is the first weekend of the summer holidays based at 

the Club Hut. Anyone and everyone is of course welcome with children of all ages.  There 

will be a walk for youngsters organised for the Saturday, route to be decided nearer the 

time, otherwise it’s a free for all!   A BBQ on the Saturday evening will be an option if the 

weather is suitable. Contact :  Grace Chillingworth  

13 August . A day out in the Berwyns. Details to come later. Contact: Heather Smith  

25-27 August (Bank Holiday weekend) at Clwt Y Bel with BBQ on the Saturday evening. 

Get away from the crowds and enjoy a range of mountain/outdoor activities. Contact: Jan 

Campbell  

15-16 September. Two nights in a  superb location just behind the legendary Old Dungeon 

Ghyll pub, Great Langdale with plenty of climbing and walking from the door. The cost will 

be £32 for the two nights.  There are good kitchen facilities, and options to eat in the pub.  

Check it out at  http://www.bbrcc.co.uk/ravencrag.htm 

Contact:Brenda Duffy   

 

24 September.  A day out on the unpronounceable Moel Ysgyfarnogod.   

Contact  Andy Bentley,  
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Date Venue Location 

3/08/17 Worlds End SJ 234 478 

10/08/17 Pandy SJ 195 363 

17/08/17 Dinbren SJ 218 444 

24/08/ 17 Pontesford SJ 414 048 

31/08/17 Independence  

7/09/17 Oswestry Bouldering Oswestry Climbing Cen-

14/09/17 Climbing the Walls Shrewsbury 

21/09/17 Climbing the Walls Shrewsbury 

28/09/17 Wolf Mountain Wolverhampton 

Thursday Evening Climbing Programme, August-September 

2017. 

Meeting times to be confirmed by email or contact Scott Pardoe on the day or 

Joe North. There will usually be a group going from Radbrook at 18.00 to share 

lifts.  
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Tuesday Walking Evenings- August / September 2017 

Meet at 7.25 pm or 9.15 pm onwards at the pub or contact Rick Robson for further de-

tails on 01743 884786. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Meeting Place Grid Reference Pub Afterwards 

1/08/17 Plush Hill, All Stret-

ton 

451963 The Plough, Leebot-

wood 

8/08/17 Cranberry Rocks 

carpark, Stiper-

stones 

369976 

 

Stiperstones Inn 

15/08/17 Minton Green ( just 

off the Green on 

432906 Green Dragon, Little 

Stretton 

22/08/17 The Royal Oak, 

Cardington 

507953 The Royal Oak, 

Cardington 

29/08/17 Hopton Woods car- 390200 Wingfield Arms, 

5/09/17 A49 layby, “ The 

Pipes” 

470961 

 

Horshoes, Dorrington 

12/09/17 Eastridge Woods 

carpark 

392027 

 

Mytton Arms, Hab-

berley 

19/09/17 Mitchells Fold, 

Shelve. 

302977 The Miner’s Arms, 

Priestweston 

26/09/17 Wharfage carpark. 

Ironbridge 

668036 

 

Coalbrookdale Inn, 

Coalbrookdale. 


