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Attendance on various Tuesday night walks would help  members meet some of this 
challenge in the coming year – see programme on Page 8 for those scheduled for 
February and March.

Thanks as always to all this month's contributors.

Finally anyone eagle eyed will notice that the 'caretaker' tag has been dropped from my 
title.   Your previous permanent editor Vilma, adjusting to the demands of parenting, 
and being a good EU citizen has opted not to 'take back contol'.  You are therefore stuck 
with me with the approval of the Club Committee.                              Graham Daly, Editor

Cover photo:

On the 1st  January 2019 (on the traditional 
New  Year's  Day  meet)  participants  pose 
with anniversary banner on the summit of 
the Long Mynd at Pole Bank.

A good turnout for the first event of our 
60th Anniversary Year.

This  was  an  early  'tick  box'  for  one  of 
'Phil's  Hills'.   At  516  metres  (1,693  feet) 
above sea level Pole Bank ranks fourth in 
the  list,  behind  the  Clee  Hills  and  the 
Stiperstones.

See also meet report on Page 6.

Deadline for the next newsletter is 12th March 2019.  Any photographs should be a 
separate JPEG.      

Best Wishes to everyone for the New Year.  It's not 'any old 
year'  for  the  Shrewsbury  Mountaineering  Club but  one  in 
which  we  celebrate  our  60th anniversary.  The  club  was 
founded in 1959 (in September of that year to be precise).

What better way to commemorate 60 years than undertaking 
to walk the sixty highest hills in our local Shropshire area in 
2019.   Phil  Holden  has  kindly  taken  it  upon  himself  to 
compile a list of the sixty summits.  Space constraints prevent 
inclusion of the list in this issue but it featured in the May 
2018 edition and has been emailed to members recently.

An anniversary year ….. 
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10th November 2018

 Annual Pub Crawl

18th November 2018

 North Carneddau

As anticipated the participants got no further than the first pub, such is the attraction of 
'The Three Fishes' one of Shrewsbury's oldest hostelries.  Once comfortably seated it is 
hard to leave the congenial surroundings given the quality of the real ale on offer.  

Approximately 10 members attended, including Jan, Brenda and Phil, Scott Pardoe and 
Steve Hubbard. 

A meet report was still  awaited at the time of going to press.   In the meantime this  
pleasing page filler has been fished from Facebook which appears to show the route gave 
attendees a good view of Aber Falls.                                                                                  Editor

Picture : Alek Sadowski
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 1st and 2nd December 2018
Clwt y Bel pre-xmas weekend

Despite  fairly  dismal  weather  just  over  20  members  made it  to  this  weekend at  the 
beginning of December. Activities on the Saturday mainly involved mountain biking and 
some low level walking.

Of course,  the main event was the traditional evening Christmas dinner.  Brenda and 
Phil’s Mulled Cider and Mince Pies got us off to a good start (thanks to both). Adrian W 
then took charge of the kitchen and masterfully choreographed the timings of the various 
courses and dishes brought by attendees. I took my Christmas hat off to him. A fabulous 
meal was enjoyed by all. I know that sounds a cliché but it really was. Huge thanks to  
everyone who contributed.

Compliments to the chef: attendees about to tuck into that fabulous Christmas dinner

After dinner entertainment involved table bouldering ably demonstrated by Phil “I may 
now be 50 but I can do this twice” Holden. Even I swooned.

The port and cheese appeared at midnight (thanks Mike) and people went to bed at 
stupid o’clock.

Thank you to everyone who made it a fun and life-affirming weekend. Friends in High 
Places indeed.

Gareth Egarr
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Approximately a dozen members (plus 4 dogs) joined in the pre-Xmas walk up to the 
Stiperstones before adjourning to the pub for a warm welcome.

Misty clouds and watery sunlight made the landscape look all  the more atmospheric 
with stunning views of the surrounding hills.

A small number of additional members arrived to enjoy the food at the pub with the 
walkers.  As well as being delicious it was also good value,  a large turkey dinner only 
costing £7.95 !    

 Catherine Allen

Group  photo  on  the  Stiperstones  ridge  with  Jan  proudly  displaying  christmas  jumper.  The  
'Devil's Chair' is in the background.   This particular point doesn't count as a 'Phil's Hill', as  
the highest point hereabouts (which gets the listing) is  Manstone Rock (536m, 1,759ft)  a bit  
further along the ridge and topped by a trig point.  Picture : Catherine Allen

16th December 2018

Pre-xmas walk and lunch at the Stiperstones Inn 
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1st January 2019

New Year's Day Walk : Bridges and the Long Mynd
The Club's 60th anniversary year got off to a good start with a healthy attendance of over 
twenty members joining in the New Year's Day meet and bagging two of 'Phil's Hills' 
into the bargain – Adstone Hill (370m, 1,217ft) listed 37 th and Pole Bank, Long Mynd 
(516m, 1,693ft) ranked 4th .

Starting from the pub at Bridges, we walked the length of Adstone Hill before climbing 
up Stanbatch and onto the Long Mynd.  The track took us past Pole Cottage and on to 
Pole Bank; the high point of the walk.  Sadly, the low cloud and drizzle obscured what is 
normally a stunning panoramic view.

After  a  group  photo  (see  Newsletter  cover)  at  the  trig  point,  and  some  restorative 
Christmas cake, we then continued on to Shooting Box where the sun made an all-too-
brief  appearance.  From  there,  our  route  dropped  down  off  the  Long  Mynd,  past 
Bellmore Ring and through Ratlinghope village where we joined a footpath (Shropshire 
Way main route) that runs along Darnford Brook. We continued past the youth hostel  
and back to.....the pub, of course!  In all, we walked 7.5 miles, with 411m of ascent and 
had worked up an appetite.

Thank you to all the staff at the Bridges, who rose to the occasion, made us welcome and 
fed us hot soup, sandwiches and a mountain of chips.  Happy New Year!

Catherine Allen
Thanks also to Catherine, the meet co-ordinator for all her behind the scenes work in staging a  
successful meet, including liasing with the Bridges pub, booking tables etc.      Ed`

A 7am start from Shrewsbury meant we arrived in the car park at Llyn Ogwen at 8.45.
6 people turned up: 2 went walking up Y Garn the other 4 scrambled up the Cneifion 
Arête.

This was a winter meet, normally needing ice axe and crampons.  No ice or snow could 
be seen so the winter gear was left in the car.  We headed up to the Nameless Cwm then 
to the bottom of the Cneifion Arête. The route was dry and the weather good.

We all pitched the first buttress then moved together (alpine style) to finish the route.
From there we scrambled up Y Gribin onto the Glyders, from where we saw great views 
and strange temperature inversions.

Looking over to Y Garn where the walkers had gone the weather looked great. A text 
confirmed they had a good day too.

A day to remember and worth getting up early for with weather better than forecast !

Thanks to my fellow scramblers,  Scott, Adrian and Heather.
Tony Mills 

6th January 2019

Cwm Cneifion
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Upcoming Meets / Events

Tuesday  January  22nd  AGM
 at the Cock Inn Hanwood
7.30pm to allow time to get drinks in for a 
prompt 8.00pm start

Jan 25-26th,Langdale, Lake District
At the time of writing this meet was fully 
booked but there may be a last minute drop 
out.  

Meet coordinator Brenda Duffy

Sunday February 10th  Moel Siabod
Early start from Radbrook Co-op car park, 
Bank Farm Road at 7.30am.
 
Alternatively  meet  at  the car  park on the 
A5 by the Bryn Glo café at 9.30 am.

Meet coordinator Clive Dean 

February 16th -23rd .Scotland
Annual winter trip to Scotland, this time 
staying at Inver Lodge between Braemar 
and Ballater.

At the time of writing this meet was full 
but there may be a last minute drop out.  
£150 each for the luxury accommodation.

Contact Jan Campbell 

Sunday March 10th Cwm Glas
A scramble in Cwm Glas,  Snowdonia.

Meet  at  Radbrook  Co-op  car  park  at 
8.00am.

Meet coordinator is Scott Pardoe

Tuesday March 19th   Slide night
at the White Horse, Pulverbatch.

Submit 10 pics in advance to Phil Holden 
who collates them all on his lap top.  Then 
you have 10 mins to talk about them.

This is a great evening to hear about the 
adventures of Club members. 

Contact Phil Holden
  

Update on France:  August 24th to 
Sept 7th.
I have heard from the campsite who say it 
is not normally very busy for them at that 
time of year and you don’t need to book 
even if you want an electric hook up.

An example of cost is: one small tent with 
one person and a car will be about 13 
euros per night.

The site is called Le Bois de Albert.

Upcoming Meets / Events is compiled by Jan Campbell
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Date Meeting Place Grid Ref Pub afterwards
05/02/2019 Rectory Wood * 448935 King’s Arms, Ch, Stretton

12/02/2019 Criggion car park * 294149 Admiral Rodney

19/02/2019 Hope Bowdler layby * 468932 Buck’s Head, Ch. Stretton

26/02/2019 Corbet Wood car park * 524237 New Inn, Hadnall

05/03/2019 Plush Hill, All Stretton 451963 Yew Tree, All Stretton

12/03/2019 Forest Glen * 638093 The Cock Hotel, Wellington

19/03/2019 SMC Slide Night The White H orse, Pulverbatch

26/03/2019 Robin Hoods Butts, Long Mynd * 431964 Bottle & Glass, Picklescott

* Walk will include one of Phil’s 60 hills for the Club’s 60th anniversary

 

Date Venue Location
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Tuesday Evening Walking Programme
Meet at 7.30pm or 9.00pm onwards at the pub. Contact Gareth Egarr for further details.

Thursday Evening Climbing  Programme

Venue  will  be  'Climbing  The Walls',  off  Battlefield  Road, 
Shrewsbury  on  all  Thursday  evenings  until  mid  April 
unless people organise themselves to go elsewhere.

As usual subs (£25) are due in January and should be paid by January 31st.

Ways to pay:-

Cash  or  cheque  made  payable  to  'Shrewsbury  Mountaineering  Club'  direct  to 
Brenda Duffy on any Tuesday night or at the AGM on January 22nd 

Subscriptions
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